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SPIES, BALLOONS. AGENTS, CAMERAS AND SABOTAGE, INC. — I 


The Armenia plane incident: 


By Frank Bellamy 
' First of thrte articies) 


O N BEPT 2, 1B58, a four-engtae IT.& \ y 

transport plane took off from Ada- ■ mammmmm 
na, Turkey , v on what was to have been, 
the Air Force said, a three-legged flight 
north toward the Black Sea, east to Van 
near the border of Soviet- Armenia, and 
thence back to A<^na. 

Tire next day the Associated . Press re- 
ported from Adaha-that thfe unarmed C- 
J30 had '"disappeared’’ and that "an 
intensive search was underway" for the 
plane and the 17 men aboard. "Air Fore* 

.official? so far did not suggest that the 
plane might have strayed over th^ Soviet 
border." the AP dispatch said. 

Four days after the "disappearance." * 
the State Dept, asked the Soviet govern- 
ment for Information on the where- 
abouts of* the plane and the 17. The Rus- 
siahs replied they had found a plane’s 
wreckage 36 miles northwest of Yerevan, 
capital of Soviet Armenia. They turned 
over six bodies, four of which were Iden- 
tifiable as members of the C-130 crew, - 
but insisted they had no information on * 
the 1 1 others. „ 

Nothing further was lieard of the In- 
cident until January, 1959, when Vice " 

President Nixon and 3ecy. Dullea told ! 
visiting Soviet Deputy • Premier Mlkoyan > 
they believed that Moscow, was- withhold- ; 
lng Information on the 11 'missing air- 
men. Mlkoyan denied It. 

THE TAPE RECORDING! Then on Feb. 

6.- with Mlkoyan back hi Moscow, the 
State Dept, released a transcript of what 
,t said was a tape recording of an in- 
, tercepted tnld-alr radio conversation 
among four Soviet fighter pilots attack- 
ing the transport plane five naonths.be- , 
fore. The State Dept, said It was proof 
. -he Russians hud .-hot down the plane. 

‘ re actio. i ■- ' uiiip. A Moscow 

. .1.1,0 to. omenin'. -r c»li. rt u i, "elumfej 
farce . . . The fake is so transparent tout 


iWas the CIA involved? 



BALLOON ENVELOPE AND -8UFEB-8N K)PER RIO SHOWN IN PEKING 
Ths Chintse sop tht equipment cams if/ a doumed American aircraft 



* ■ .Id ll.ic-oph it. i'u<? script 
sounds ns il n were v.j-.iv-n ill Hollywood 
by ttomcoii'.- w h«, kt.ew uou.hig of contem- 
porary Russian hir.r.'.iKC • or even of 
li.im-v ;-;ane -acucs . . The Sum* IX •* . 
.audit to employ better 'cript writers fir 

* ueir tri:'3,-Uf «.-• 

n ffn:r r. ua , u questions t) 


plane In Soviet territory, did it first re- 
port the plane baa .'’disappeared’’ and 
“an Intensive search was underway"? 

• Why. if i*. mt,crc-. pled the Soviet 
pil'.'s’ conversation •« unable in rec- 
ord a messag- from iia- American plane 
— i-i Cher trt its home base or to the Soviet 
places? ' 

• Why didn’t the State Dept, men- 
tlo.i the tape recording to Mikoyan and 
invite htin to listen to it? Was the re- 
lease <>f the rvordlnp - us a few news- 
papers sugges ,-;d — timed to drum up an- 
tl-S-jviet sentiment ewk! forestall Brlt'sh 
Prime Minister Macmillan's trip to Mos- 
cov ’ lhe T? V Times- F-o. 7) -.aid: 
“Tin re has taen some speculation that 


nLally, and the U missing airmen had 
peiished without a trace In the, explosion 
am flames. Such things db happen. The 
verj same day as the Armenia' crash, for 
Instt nee. an American <7-124 transport 
with 19 aboard fell in the' Pacific off 
> luan- and an air-sea search team could 
find no survivors. 

The second, more provocative, possi- 
bility was that the C-130, designed as 
a pars roop carrier, deliberately flew in- 
to Sov rt Armenia to drop espionage 
.1 cents n a Central Intelligence. Agency 
operation, fn his Feb. 18 Weekly. I. F. 
fitone q loted a Washington Star re- 
porter: 

’’American; officials scoffed as expected 


the trovernment’s action ui making pub- ! at ihe lde \ that a C-130 transport, un- 


it- 


hat- Dtp:, ntl’ere-’ 


' ii .t 

* '.Vhv -dul tne pl.uK- pene'raty *o 
deeply ln»u soviet territoiy— at -he criyv.. 
.-.tin i* whs nearly 150 Julies jojl 

..-.ii: : , ?.e. 

* • . e ,v;r Foice had ovei fiegrc 
.•i.--vri os .-.rioo-mv i«n r.e 


lie th- transcript of the conversation of 
tne Soviet pilots was designed to stiffen 
V3 u-.ci ’Western altitudes loward’ Mas- 
er/ borne conimentrtorr. speculated that 
tl i move was aimed at halting the ’thaw’ 
t.yt professed to see in Fast-West .cia- 
tlu.v” 

A'.riKNATIVKS: Two possible alterna- 
t,’"M to the Htato Dept, version were sug- 


^pprove^ For^e leaee^2003/1 0/1 6 ^A-RDFQI-OOSMR^Od^^^OQO^a 1 , ra M ; ui f 
rr HU,.; i plane had developed ir . urucal ; FH>rc.> -aid flic plane. had t< 


• Jlu.-e aV.U r:ashed 


mined, slot" and unmaneuverable, would 
be nt on a dangerous intelligence mis- 
sion. Other t wonder, however, whether 
lust th'gi kind of plane might not make 
a good ’cc.ver.’ particularly if agents 
were to be ai opped " 

SOME PRECEDENTS- Certainly tiler- 
were precedents for such r urat< gy Oiv 
example: In November 1052. an Air 

hiu ir. The 
taken if 

f-»r dcoui on a lo.^ru: flight ;o Tokyo. 

1 it got to Manchuria — near!"' it.r <>p- 
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posite direction — never was explained 
satisfactorily. 

Two non -uni formed men captured by 
the Chinese, Richard Fecteau and John 
T. Downey, were tried, convicted and 
sentenced as spies: they were accused of 
trying to drop supplies to, and make 
contact with, Chlang agents. A group of 
American youths, visiting. China alter 
the 1957 Moscow Youth Festival, .inter- 
viewed Fecteau In prison and reported 
his statement that he and Downey were 
CIA agents. 

That the lushly-flnanced, super-secret 
CIA is engaged In espionage and sabotage 
against the socialist world is haroly open 
to doubt any longer. Turkey, along with 
West Germany and Taiwafi, is a favorite 
base for CIA espionage. Periodically CIA 
spies nre caught after sneaking into Ar- 
menia. Sometimes they confess. 

TASS REPORT: On Feb.. 15, nine days 
after the State Dept, released the tape 
recording, the Soviet new* agency Tr« 
reported that several groups, of agents 
of the US. and Turkish intelligence 
services had b.een captured after^crosslng 
from Turkey. Said Tasa: 

"The spies were selected and .recruited 
by members of the Karakesen and Kars 
action, of the Turkish Intelligence Serv- 
ice . . American Intelligence agents 
instructed -the agent* In methods of car- 
rying out subversive activities In the So- 
v et Union, as well as in the handling- of 
flrfarms ... The American agents care- 
fully examined them to find opt whether 
they carried any trade marks of Amer-. 
lean origin and sternly warned them 
that In case of capture in the Soviet 
Union they must not admit the part 
played by Americans in their training . . 

The'U.S. is known to maintain moni- 
toring devices along the Armenian iron- 
r:er to record the activities cf Russian 
airplanes and military installation'.. 
Ann rlc&ii > -pionarc knew 'he nr’l-’t-' 


espionage, whatever can be gleaned from 
Soviet ’defectors,’ and a wide range of 
other miscellaneous sources . . 

THE BALLOONS: One snooping gadget 
Ransom neglected to mention was the • 
balloon. U.S. balloon flight* over Soviet 
territory reached a peak in early 1956. 
At that time Western correspondents in 
Moscow were shown 60 balloons tba Rus- 
sians said had ‘been intercepted while on 
aerial reconnaissance missions for the 
U.8. It was charged that air wrecks and 
ground deaths were caused by exploding 
balloons. 

Although Washington avowed that the i 
balloons carried only weather-recording 
equipment, the correspondents noted ra- 
dios to control the balloons’ flight. The 
Russians said the T&dlos enabled the' 
balloons to cross the entire breadth of the 
Soviet Union In seven to ten days and 
then release aerial oameras by parachute 
Into friendly hands. 

The aerial cameras wore to take pho- 
tographs of cloud formations, the U.S. 
said. The Russians said they also took- 
photographs of Russian topography, due 
captured balloon yielded very clear pic- 
tures of a U.S. airfield in Turkey." 

THE DOUBTED WORD: Washington 
acknowledged that 500 of the gas-bags 
had been launched in less than a month • 
from points In Western Europe and Tur- 
key, denied the Soviet charges, but 
agreed to stop the flights. 

That it did not keep its word was at- 
tested to — another, coincidence in time— 
last Sept. 3, one day after the Armenia 
plane crash, when Moscow complained 
anew of u.S. balloon Invasions. Three 
(lays - later the "State Dept, confirmed 
that the balloons probably were there. ; ,’* 
N Y Times, Sept. 7). 

The Times* Hanson Baldwin wrote 
■3- 13-56) that the most serious after- 
matii- <-f the 195P balloon Incident was 
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He said 


Russians 
■nee . to 


- i .(ole if-.rh " 
s : , r Washington could 


lo!-.g..-.uii •» r-ul.ir tro'e's'ng t‘l’. n 
I on, - where. : * - v s H;p, « 

' . ’ic ■ ■; ; / Is u; on Sown :.i 
,ie*i ■ .e/.u.' ... ; id p.ejts o. -. 

urn nit* o'Kii.r.ed by ’ t:o;o-' r. 
sa , ic - o Vj L' . -ju:‘d -le-.-t'.-cr 



' ' no* b* 'rusted to 'jil i.c- whole truth . • 
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